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BARNET PARK:
Concert series
begins Sunday

3y JOSE FRANCO e
staff Writer

assersby may not see -
P what the big deal is. But

Sunday, maybe those
~vho attend a special outdoor
>oncert at Barnet Park will
1ear the difference.

The Greater Spartanburg
Philharmonic and the Con-
verse Brass Quintet will be
the first musicians to per-
form Sunday in the compiet-
ed amphitheater in Barnet
Park off St. John Street in
Spartanburg.

What was missing? The $1
million acoustical fiberglass-
r'ype canopy and backdrop.
T'hey are the finishing touch-
2s to the Zimmerli Amphithe-
ater and are supposed to
improve the sound. And the
park’s stage, with all of these
new expensive extras, 1s
expected to become the
showpiece of the 7-acre city
park that opened almost two
years ago.

The concert, known as
“Sunday in the Park With
Music,” will also serve as a
dedication ceremony, honor-
ing the largest contributor to
the amphitheater — retired
textile executive Kurt Zim-
merli.

“My dream 1s that Barnet
Park will some day be filled
with families on blankets 115—
tening to all kinds of music,”
Zimmerli said this week.

Bill Barnet, who is now in
his fourth month as the city’s
mayor, and his family donat-
ed land for the park five
years ago. The only stipula-
tion was that the city begin
building a park as quickly as
possible. The park has
evolved with sidewalks, land-
scaping, benches and sculp-
tures.

Zimmerli, whose founda-
tion also funded the park’s
large interactive water foun-
tain near the entrance to the
grounds, and Barnet then
worked with the city to make
the amphitheater a reality.

Because the city didn’t
have the money to build all
the extras in the park all at
once, Zimmerli’s foundation
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took on the amphltheater and
its acoustics as a project.
“The Zimmerlis (Kurt and
his wife, Nelly) saw the inter-
active water fountain as a
way to be proactive with the

park, and they wanted to help

out any way they could with"
the amphitheater ” Barnet
said.

The amphitheater and a
simple stage came first. It is
fashioned to resemble a con-
ventional outdoor Greek the-
ater. The audience sits in a
grass and stone seating area,
which is at an angle down to
the stage area. More than
1,600 people can sit in the
bowl area and there is room
for 6,600 people, if you
include the bowl and the
grassy area of the park.

Several musical events
have been held in the
amphitheater. But the groups
have always had to bring
their own sound equipment
and had to worry about rain.

For the past year, Barnet
and Zimmerli have been
working with architects to
research and develop the
acoustical covering or shell
for the stage.

They chose to use the same
architects who designed the
bandshell or canopy in New
York’s Central Park.

The Carlos Moseley Pavil-
ion, named for Spartanburg
native and former president
of the New York Philharmon-
ic, is just one of the many
acoustical shells or pavilions
designed by internationally
known FTL Happold in New
York. They’ve designed oth-
ers in London, Boston and a

huge one during the Summer
Olympics in Atlanta’s Centen-
nial Park, to name a few.

The work to build a unique
acoustical canopy in Barnet
Park has been under way for
several months.

From a distance, the struc-
ture may look like a tiny
white tent.

But up close, the “tent”
becomes a large, fiberglass-

~ like shell designed to blend

and project sound.
© “It(the canopy) has two
purposes,” Zimmerli said.

“The first purpose is so per-

formers won'’t get wet. The
second purpose 1s acoustics.
The acoustical wall behind
the stage will lead the sound
into the park.”

The special material for
the canopy was made in Aus-
tralia. Birdair of Canada con-
structed the masts — the red
poles that hold up the struc-
ture.

The canopy or shell, made

-.of a stretchable fabric struc-

ture that makes sounds
reflect back into the audi-
ence, is 40 by 6S. The front
section is positioned higher
and spikes so that the sound
reflects downward so musi-
cians can hear themselves.
The structure also hides the
lighting. An acoustical wall
set in waves behind the stage
also reflects and absorbs
sounds.

Though the entire stage is
large enough to hold a 100-
piece orchestra, smaller com-
munity groups or individuals
on shoestring budgets can
perform without the use of
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Billy Scott and the Prophets and
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contributor to Barnet Park’s amphltheater. “My dream is that
filled with families on blankets listening to all kinds of music,

costly sound systems.

Sarah Gunn with The
Music Foundation of Spartan-
burg said the amphitheater
and the special canopy will
have a lasting impact on the
city. “It is a state-of-the-art
- facility that is so unique and
precious,” she said. “Our per-
formers are thrilled.”

The Music Foundation is
already making plans for a
summer music series, which
will start in May 2003. The
Philharmonic will perform
Sunday and during the annual
Red, White & Boom Fourth of

July concert, which was a big
hit in Barnet Park last year.

Beyond the canopy and
stage are restrooms, which
can also be used as dressing
rooms. There is also a dock
area and large storage area

- for speakers and equipment.

An electrical and communi-

cations room controls all the
lights and sound. (There are
14 speakers that can be
assembled for a perfor-
mance.)

The construction isn’t just
about sound. Now, the
amphitheater has 116 perma-
nent light fixtures above its
stage. And lights along the
floor of the stage will high-
light the acoustical wall dur-
ing evening performances.

The idea is to offer quality
outdoor performances to the

park, which in the future may

be connected to a $35-million-

plus cultural center that will

house all the comerunity arts.
On Sunday £immerli, a

collector ofart and lover of

musie, will not only give his
pame to th(S amphitheater,

but ke will also realize his
Jeam.
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Retired textile executive Kurt Zimmerli, right, pictured with his wife, Nelly, was the largest

Barnet Park will some day be
” Zimmerli said this week.

- grass and beach, we love

music in Spartanburg and to
have outdoor concerts is
exciting. Families will get in
the habit of listening to music
outdoors,” said Zimmerli,
‘who in his retirement has
remained busy working on
community projects such as
Barnet Park.

“The children can run
around in the warm weather
when they get tired of listen-
ing,” said Zimmerli, a native
of Switzerland who moved to
Spartanburg more than 30
years ago. “They (the chil-
dren) can go play in the foun-
tain. I just love the park and
the way it’s laid out. It’s a real

jewel to have in the middle of
town.”

Jose Franco can be reached
at 582-4511, Ext. 7212, or

jose.franco@shj.com.



